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EDITORIAL
T h e  first part o f the sale o f m ost of the 
R o ya l M ed ica l So cie ty ’s L ib rary  at So th eb y ’s 
has been prom ising. T h e  suggested upper 
lim it o f £ 1 20,000 is now  attainable if the next 
tw o sales fo llow  the pattern of the first. T h is  
is gratifyin g for the people w ho had to m ake 
the decision about the best w ay to dispose of 
the books.
It seem s alm ost a paradox that the sale 
w h ich  was necessary fo r the So ciety  to con­
tinue on a secure financial basis should, by 
realizing so m uch, have created a further 
d ilem m a. T h e  problem  can be sim ply stated 
as this : if the sale of the library produces a 
financial surplus over and above w hat is re­
quired for new  prem ises and reasonable secur­
ity for running those prem ises in the future, 
w hat is to be done w ith  the surplus, or the 
interest from  its investm ent?
Suggestions w hich  have so far been put for­
ward fall into two groups —  those w hich 
im prove the Society  by im provem ent and 
extension of present facilities and those w hich 
can be seen as new ventures. T h u s  w e have 
im provem ent of facilities and adm inistration, 
aid to R es M ed ica , greater hosp itality  to visit­
ing guests, m ore Society visits, bigger and 
better sym posia and the foundation  of an 
R .M .S . Scholarsh ip  Fu n d . A ll these are 
w orth w h ile  in them selves and all have been 
suggested by d ifferent m em bers at different 
tim es.
Perhaps the underlying problem s need to 
be analysed before a decision is m ade. T h e  
w hole question of the So ciety ’ s relationship  to 
the M ed ica l F a cu lty  com es into the decision.
Since the m id dle of the eighteenth  century 
the books w hich are now  being sold have been 
accum ulating in the S o cie ty from  various 
sources. O stensibly they belong to "T h e  
So ciety”  but in practical term s this m eans 
little . T h e  num ber of m edical students at any 
one tim e w ho take an active interest in the
So ciety  usually am ounts to a couple of dozen, 
even though the m em bersh ip  is far greater 
than this. It w ould seem w rong for such a 
sm all num ber of students to be the sole bene­
ficiaries and indeed no one w ould wish this to 
be so.
T h ere  are two paths w hich  the Society can 
take and w hich it m ust be seen to choose be­
tween. It  could rem ain a sm all group of 
people w hose interest centres upon the 
D issertation and discussion of m edical topics. 
I f it does this it m ust take it upon itself to 
adopt the role of m edical prom oter, m eaning 
by this the organising of sym posia, m eetings 
and any other events w ith the w hole of the 
M ed ica l F acu lty  in m ind and to w hich any 
m em ber of the F acu lty  w ould  be w elcom e. 
T h is  is som ething like the pattern now  em erg­
ing w ith  Professor B arn ard ’s visit, the L au d er 
B run ton  C en ten ary  Sym posium  and this year’s 
F in al Phase F oru m  com ing to m ind.
T h e  alternative to this w ould be m ore 
radical and requires acceptance of the princip le 
that the R o ya l M ed ica l So ciety truly belongs 
to all m edical students in E d in b u rgh . If this 
prem ise is accepted then the logical develop­
m ent from  this w ould be the creation o f a 
com pletely d ifferent kind o f Society  from  the 
one that w e h ave at the m om ent. A u to m atic  
m em bership or m em bersh ip  at a nom inal sub­
scription m ight rem ove the barrier that exists 
to people “ just turning up ” . R ecreational and 
com fortab le work facilities w ould  be an ob lig­
atory provision for all students rather than a 
bonus for joining, and if dissertation and 
discussion could be w oven into this social 
fram ew ork a genu inely representative Society 
could be the outcom e.
T h e  decision about the sort o f So ciety that 
E d inburgh  is to have in the future is not one 
that can be taken by present m em bers alone. 
It m ust be a decision by everyone in the 
F a cu lty  and this can only be achieved by 
people “ just turning u p ”  to give their views.
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